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UNI TED STATES M LI TARY PI LOT AND MASTER SERGEANT
CHARGED W TH | MPORTI NG NARCOTI CS
ON UNI TED STATES Al R FORCE Al RCRAFT

DAVI D N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, and JOHN G LBRI DE, Special Agent
in Charge of the Drug Enforcenent Administration’s New York Field
Di vi sion, on behalf of the New York Organized Crinme Drug
Enf orcenent Stri ke Force, announced today that Captain FRANKLI N
RCODRI GUEZ and Master Sergeant JOHN FONG of the United States Air
National Guard were arrested | ate yesterday on federal narcotics
charges. According to the Conplaint filed in Manhattan federal
court today, RODRIGUEZ is a pilot of United States Air Force C5A
“Gal axy” cargo aircraft and FONGis a | oad master. The Conpl ai nt
al l eges that on or about April 8, 2005, RODRI GUEZ and FONG flew a
United States Air Force C-5A aircraft from Stewart Air National
Guard Base in Newburgh, New York, to Germany as part of an

official mssion to deliver training supplies to the Republic of
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Georgia. After arriving in Germany, the crew, including
RCODRI GUEZ and FONG, flew to the Republic of Georgia and then
returned to Germany. According to the Conplaint, while they were
in Germany, RODRI GUEZ and FONG went to a hotel room and | oaded
packages containing pills of 3, 4-Mthyl enedi oxynet hanphet am ne,
commonly known as “NMDMA” or “Ecstasy” into their personal
| uggage.

According to the Conplaint, on or about April 12, 2005,
RODRI GUEZ and FONG flew on the United States Air Force C 5A
aircraft fromGermany to Stewart Air National Guard Base.
Shortly after they | anded, federal |aw enforcenent agents
searched | uggage that bel onged to RODRI GUEZ and FONG and found 28
| arge bags believed to contain at |east 290,000 pills of Ecstasy.

The Conpl ai nt charges RODRI GUEZ and FONG wi t h one count
of conspiracy to inport Ecstasy into the United States and one
count of conspiracy to distribute and possess with intent to
di stribute Ecstasy.

| f convicted of the charges, RODRI GUEZ and FONG face a
maxi mum sent ence of 20 years in prison on each count and a
$1, 000, 000 fine on each count.

M . KELLEY praised the efforts of the Organized Crine
Drug Enforcenent Strike Force, conprised of nenbers of DEA, NYPD
FBI, IRS, ICE and NYSP. M. KELLEY thanked Bri gadi er General
DANA DEMAND, New York Air National Guard. M. KELLEY also
t hanked the United States Departnent of Defense, Defense Crim nal

| nvestigative Service, for its assistance in the investigation.
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M. KELLEY stated: “It is indeed unfortunate that while
countl ess other nenbers of the armed services are so selflessly
ri sking and sacrificing their lives abroad in defense of their
country, that these defendants chose to co-opt for their own
personal gain needed defense resources to fill their own pockets
and to poison our streets wi th dangerous drugs.”

M. G LBRIDE stated: “Ecstasy is an extrenely harnfu
drug that is abused mainly by teenagers and young adults. It is
appal ling that individuals, who volunteered to protect the
citizens of the United States, turn around and betray the public
trust by snmuggling poison into the very community they were
entrusted to protect.”

Assistant United States Attorneys MARC MJKASEY and
SCOTT L. MARRAH are in charge of the prosecution

The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presunmed i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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